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Vowels - Svara
A a AMa 8 S T 3 u 3 a
T e ﬁai A o 3 au

* r F F @ ] 3T an/ai/an/an/am 3 ah

Consonants - Vyanjana

Hard Hard Soft Soft Soft
Aspirate Aspirate Nasal
Guttural & ka d kha I ga ©] gha & na
Palatal g ca @ cha 3 ja A Jha X da
Cerebral c 1ta & tha S da @ dha U npa
Dental d ta o tha G da & dha “q na
Labial g pa ¥ pha H ba YH bha H ma
Semivowels ( Consonants derived from Vowels )
T ya T ra o7 la d va
Sibilants Aspirate

A sa Y sa H sa 8 ha

Special Compounds

& ksa A jia
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1 Listen to the introduction to the alphabet on the first part of tape 1 while looking
at the 2 color-coded alphabet sheets zi the beginning of Lesson 1 along with page 4,
which shows the corresponding English transliteration. Study page 2 of this section and

use it as a reference.

2 Once you are oriented to the structure of the alphabet, go through the introduc-
tion again using the diagrams which show the mouth positions. Learn to experience

and feel the sounds in your own mouth, in the same way as they are visible in the

diagrams.
3 Using page 8 etc., showing the order of the strokes, practice writing the letters.
4 Listen to the remainder of lesson 1 while following the written material.

At the end of the lesson, do the exercises on pages 25 and 26. The Answer Key for this

Lesson and all succeeding lessons are found in the back of the manual after the color sheets.

5 Once you are familiar with the Devanagari script, and are ready for more reading

practice, you can go on to lesson 2.

6 Many new additions have been made to the text of this course - but not to the
tapes.Such material is designated by page #'s 3B, 3C etc. or in some cases by having no
page #.Also, two new appendixes have been added to the very end - a Glossary and a

complete list of Sanskrit Numbers.

Remember: If you get stuck — phrase a question -
send it in - keep going.

Call or write if you need support.

(914) 986 8652 / email: sanskrit@warwick.net
73 Four Corners Rd. Warwick, N.Y. 10990
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Instructions

The Sanskrit by Cassette course is organized in the following way to stimulate
rapid progress in the mastery of basic Sanskrit.

Lesson | is designed to make you proficient in reading and writing the Sanskrit
alphabet. It will guide you step by step to the mastery of the Sanskrit alphabet
beginning with simple character recognition of the basic alphabet and progress-
ing through simple consonant vowel combinations on to the compound conso-
nants. In order to establish a strong foundation it will be necessary to work with
Lesson I in conjunction with listening to the presentation of the alphabet on tape
#land 2 - at least twice before going on to lesson 2. Complete familiarity with
the alphabet by the repetition and enjoyment of its sounds as well as through the
precise location of their points of resonance in the mouth and throat is essential
for learning Sanskrit. Be determined to learn to read the original Devanagari
script, and stay with it until it's comfortable. Everything you need is contained
in this lesson. Repeated listening of the tapes will work.

The key to learning Sanskrit is locating and feeling -
in your own mouth — the 5 Mouth Positions! ! !

With regard to the remaining lessons, it has been found that the easiest way to
learn Sanskrit is to sing it, enjoy it and let it flow effortlessly. Anything which
is unclear the first time will be repeated. Understanding will come the second,
third or fourth time you hear it. It is reccommended that you read the lesson
while listening to the tape corresponding to that lesson; repeat as many times as
necessary for understanding; repeat the chanting sections of the tape as often as
possible. The real assimilation of the lesson comes through repeated chanting
and completion of the exercises at the end of the lessons. As soon as the
exercises are completed, check them with the lesson Answer key at the end of
the manual.
Don't stop because there's something you don't understand!
If there's anything you don't understand,

send your question, or call.

CHANTING
To simplify the learning of verb and noun forms, they are chanted. Each line will
be chanted twice; the first time for you to hear the proper pronunciation; the
second time to practice your own pronunciation. Ex:
instructor: "ati atah anti"
instructor and student together: ati atah anti”
At times the chanting of a line may be doubled.
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1. The first audio portion describes the following page, the color coded alphabet sheet.
At the same time there are references to the 20 pages of Alphabet Positions, that begin at the

end of Lesson 1, at the first Blue index divider tab 1) Alphabet positions.

2. At the beginning of the Track 2) Consonants of CD 1 - Lesson 1, there is an audio drop out
of the 1st sentence, which reads:

"The first vowel sound 3 'a' is used to pronounce all consonants."
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Vowels
Slmple Position 1 - Guttural Position 2 - Palatal Position 5 - Labial
short long short long short long
A AT 3 g 3 3
Dipthongs 1-2  Guttural - Palatal 1-5 Guttural - Labial
guna vrddhi guna vrddhi
Simple  Position 3 - Cerebral ~ Position 4 - Dental Anusvara Visarga
short long short nasal I-Guttural (hard final breath)
e R ) T T:
Consonants
Hard Hard Soft Soft Soft
(unvoiced) (unvoiced) (voiced) (voiced) (voiced)
unaspirated aspirated unaspirated aspirated nasal
1 - Guttural e d T o] g
(throat)
2 - Palatal g < S A >
(hard palate)
3 - Cerebral c 6} I G |
(roof) )
4 - Dental qd el g -
(teeth)
5 - Labial q % S} Y H
(lips)
Semivowels (Soft)
2-Palatal 3-Cerebral 4-Dental 5-Labial
| T & g
Sibilants (Hard) Aspirate (Soft)
2-Palatal 3-Cerebral 4-Dental I- Guttural
A i 3 8
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Sanskrit writing is absolutely phonetic. The same symbol will always stand for the same sound.
Sanskrit is pronounced exactly as it is written and is written exactly as it is pronounced. Devanagari
scriptis written from left to right, as are the words in our modern Latin alphabet. In most individual
characters also, the direction of the stroke is from left to right, and from top to bottom. The
horizontal headline above every Sanskrit syllable is generally the last stroke, with the exception of

letters which have a part above the bar, written after the horizontal. Example: g

Some letters such as: 31 O @ have strokes which go from right to left.

For the details and practice of writing the Devanagari script, see page 8.
The first important step in learning Sanskrit is knowing the alphabet and learning to read and write
Sanskrit. It can be learned easily by reading through this lesson while listening to the accompanying
tape. Simultaneously, it may be useful to recognize and use the International Transliteration
Phonetic system of transliteration for Sanskrit given on page 4.
To make the recognition of the consonants easier, note how they appear below as the unique strokes
which identify them, minus the universal horizontal and frequent vertical strokes.

Consonants - Identifying strokes

Gutturals
Palatals
Cerebrals
Dentals
Labials
Semivowels

Sibilants
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Note the similarity of the letters in each line and identify them in the alphabet box below.

A ST

3 F 3

g 8 T T T

T U @ ¥ 4
g N { AT A
VOWELS
Simple ¥ WM & T 3 F
Dipthong a ﬁ A3
Simple * F G C I B
CONSONANTS

1 Gutturals % d T 151 =
2 Palatals 9 (3] S| A q
3 Cerebrals < 3 g (e T
4 Dentals d g < g Gl
5 Labials g % dq q H
Semivowels q ¥ (] q
Sibilants Bl g q g
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g ¥ ©& & <

% 4 @ 9 49 ¥

g JF T T

VOWELS

Simple H A g 8 I I
Dipthong LA | B
Simple N I ) A e

CONSONANTS
I Gutturals =) E) I T 3
2 Palatals 2] (3) & A B
3 Cerebrals c 6) S ] a1
4 Dentals d q c g q
5 Labials q % q q q
Semivowels q < @ q
Sibilants E]] | 9 g
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Letters with Similarities

© ¢ & ®©

d ©o @

9 ¥ U % § 94

Simple
Dipthong

Simple

I Gutturals
2 Palatals
3 Cerebrals
4 Dentals

5 Labials

Semivowels

Sibilants

VOWELS

H M § B

T T

x X OO

CONSONANTS
@ T 0H
49 & T A
g T T @
a 9 g 9
g % § 9

> B S ]

El g

S H

M 3R

S B
3
q
Ui
q
T

g
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E/TCE/'* _________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The vowels as you have just seen them on page 8, and practiced writing them, are used only when
a vowel stands by itself or as the first letter of a word. Every syllable which consists of consonant
followed by a vowel uses a shorthand symbol for the vowel.

Every consonant in the alphabet is understood to include the short vowel HAa.
Example: the consonant b Kka in its written form includes A a .

But - in writing aka the initial position of & requires writing out the full vowel character A a
The second @ in aKa is included in the consonant Ka Thus aka = Ak

To indicate a final K without a vowel following - e.g. ak - add a diagonal stroke below the vertical

line of the consonant (virama). Thus ak = 333\’3

On the following page (10), you can see the shorthand symbols for the vowels added to the consonants
and then shown added to the letter & k-

In brief: A=a
& = ka
AP = aka
A% = ak

Using the international phonetic system, note the following equivalents.

?'mt k with all vowel combinations

Fohka Wk Bk B F B
a";ke %kai a'?rko ala-kzw

P R % K %® kam P kah
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A AT

s ¥ 3 =
*x & fFH 3
AT

3t

L
* & B

N

* %
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[ ot
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Vowels and their abbreviations

AH HT 3 g 3
S R

T T A

T

£ E <) A

¢ — 9 o
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# AT § § I F
U G B
£

Single consonant with all vowels and anusvara combined
% # B *F b

c I
F &

Anusvara operates similar to the English letter "n", which is
pronounced differently according to the letter which follows:
e.g. ink inch india

Anusvara followed by a guttural consonant is pronounced 37\ n
example: :'T:r|'|'
Anusvara followed by a palatal consonant is pronounced 3.[\ A
example: q:-q
NG ) B
Anusvara followed by a cerebral consonant is pronounced U'L n
example: %
Anusvara followed by a dental consonant is pronounced .—-[\ n
example: W
Anusvara followed by a labial consonant is pronounced 'q\ m
example: .{.1,”.

The most common use of anusvara

Anusvara is a replacement for final IL

when the following word begins with a consonant.

Example: W uaﬁ'f becomes ‘FGE ‘llaﬁ"[

11
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[image: image28.png]Single Consonants with all vowel combinations
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[image: image30.png]5 - Labials (read down)
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[image: image31.png]1) Words using only the vowel A (in alphabetical order)
Color-coded for recognition with color alphabet sheet (page 1)

1 - Guitural =228 (] &9 NH =a:
2 - Palatal <30 I 5[] g

4 - Dental d49-d cq: o

5 — Labial I | s 1] ey
Semi-vowels Iy T &5 aq
Sibilants HGES by gy

2) Words with ST in the first (and sometimes 2nd) syllable.

FI Sl T AT
qToT I g

3) Words with 3 in the first (and sometimes 2nd) syllable.

fome  feem  fem
4) Words with é in the first syllable.
G Eic) e ARl

5) Words with 3 in the first (and sometimes 2nd) syllable.

FHOT* T e
S eee] HE qa

*For English translation of words, see pages 27 and 28.

18

A




[image: image32.png]6) Words with 3 in the first syllable.

(Al Y gva |

(2 <

®q H

7) Words with 7 in the first syllable.

T qm Tofq g

8) Words with 2 in the first syllable.
9) Word with @ i the first syllable.

ﬁﬁ{ Note: ‘3[ \ = consonant with no vowel following.

10) Words with U in the first syllable.

EG| ca e Gl
1) Words with W in the first syllable.

12) Words with FT  in the first syllable.

P WOw EW e

13) Words with aﬁ in the first syllable.

14) Words with vowels as the first letter (in alphabetical order)
Faftar dA=mm e S IJT IFE
EdiN] Whal W@ 3Med 3wl
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[image: image33.png]Compound Consonants

Note: Every consonant, as it's written in the original alphabet, contains the
vowel sound HA . Note also that most of the consonants end in a vertical bar |

For example: 9 T 9 9 F 49 2 g T et

The vertical bar | could be said to represent the vowel sound 3

When a word ends in a consonant, i.e. when there is no vowel following the final

consonant, the absence or stopping of A - ordinarily included with every con-

sonant, is indicated by the symbol: ( . ) following the consonant.

examples: W W q””'[ (|3|H
If the stroke were not present these words would be pronounced with a final 3 -

Wed FHSH = S 3]

This stroke is known as virama. It can also be used in the middle of a word to

show a conjunct consonant, or the absence of a vowel between 2 consonants.
examples: W not pronounced AN because the A included in

the ¥ has been eliminated by writing '_‘(

But the practical way of representing this is by eliminating the vertical stroke which
represents A, writing only *~ and joining it to to the following a

which gives us The word is then properly written ~ 2A1~C1

If the vowel sound 3 ( f\) were heard after the F[ it must be written

In other words, the members of a compound consonant cannot be

separated, either in pronunciation or in written form.

To make the recognition of compound consonants easier,
study their unique identifying strokes given on page 3.

These are often the forms seen in compounds.

20




[image: image34.png]There are a number of different ways to form compound consonants:

I a. When the first member of the compound has a final vertical stroke, eliminate it
and add on the second member. Example: v [\E [ = v
as in the word A1+]

I'b. Optional form of I a. Sometimes when the stroke extends horizontally from its vertical, the first

member of the compound minus its vertical stroke can optionally be placed above the second.

Example: 5'_'[\3{ = 3;[ According to 1 a. this may also be written >3

As in the word ¥ / ¥ This is also commonly done with I 7 and &

IT When the first member of a compound has no vertical stroke:

First member above. Example: 37\1'[ = 9 asin the word ”%‘l

IIT When the first member of a compound has a central vertical stroke:

First member above. Example: %8 = R (or E)) as in the word %QT

IV When the second member of the compound fits inside the first member:
Example: H\T-[ = d asin the word ¥4 Optional form as in I a. Il

V  When elements of both are fused into a new character:

Example: E-\: q =4 as in the word |aa]|

VI Special letters which are compounds: EEH =4 3'[\3‘[ =3

VII Special Abbreviations: ¥ a5 the second member of a compound is represented as

the stroke ~ CLT =Y as in the word q(li

C
?\' as the first member of a compound is represented as the stroke placed

above the second member of the compound. Example: {q = tf as in the word a'ﬂ:f

2nd member includes following vowel stroke eg.

-Q-L as the first member of a compound is sometimes represented as the stroke g
placed above the second member of the compound. Example: 3[5{: %T or A
as in the word 3T%T / optionally IRT

21




[image: image35.png]Common Consonant Combinations

Many consonants require a preceding syllable to make pronunciation possible. For pronunciation,
place the letter A @ before each compound. Go through this section while listening to the accompanying
section on Cassette 1. Also, it's helpful to approach the breaking up of compounds as a game of
recognition. See if you can visually break apart the strokes of different letters.

Remember! The /st member of a compound is either to the left or on top. The 2nd is either to the
right or on the bottom. The 1st member has lost its A @&  The 2nd retains its A a

You do not have to learn all compound consonants before moving on. You can use the
following pages as a reference chart, for looking up compounds as they show up in future lessons.

1) Guttural first member

%% = F | T FA=F /T FA=F e BL=F/F

kka

a\ws=§/wkla $\3=§5kva 3'35[:8:[ ksa

Tgq-gdha Tﬁzm/u gna T@’:m

gya

T@=:E: gda TL%I
T[T=U gra T@=W gla

W=w ghya ql-:a ghra
W=§*ﬂka 3-\@——-% nkha @-[:%ﬁga gla:g

ngha

2) Palatal first member

W=§/cha ?‘@=agccha ?{q=w cya
'{5\'{':@: chra
=J /550 o S = g =3 SJ =™

jya

3@'
;@.=§/E*ﬁca g‘@=%ﬁcha Wzg/ﬁﬁja

€ =3 4w =Ty TW=%w d=gw cH=%F
W= T=Fw TA=Fw
=TT o W=Faw  TT=F o

=T v TE=T8uu UE=TZ . UE=TC s UH=TF

nya

U[UT = UT[ * nna *Nasals also seen as anusvara ( dot), above previous letter, eg. [ §l| / [ ||ganga




[image: image36.png]4) Dental first member

ng:a:’tka F(a.=ﬁna

mzmtya

= 2
T=T w

T = 2 e
QT =9 d GG = &

H = o i
O = gy OF = F ot
G T O

:ﬁ- = a/ﬂ-[ nna '-qu — nya

T = F ane
T =7 o
O = & ahue
1€ =T
W= m

T = F
a:{-'—'adra

:La = :a ndha
'_‘(5[ = 3 nva

S) Labial first member

W="/Wwm TT=Ym
Ue? = W% pia
BT =F i
T =F bra
W =Y o
W= HI=Tm: HY = mona
=Y um Hoo =t me HI = mwa

Semi-vowel first member

t{éq-:wwa
%:W psa

lT{ = q pra

T = T o
E = 5
W = 3 s
T =T o

T = & oo

T =TT g
-{ may immediatley precede any other consonant of the Sanskrit alphabet,

cg. %rka érkha Ti: rga é rpa note: Fff rna
F).\aszmlka E;q=mlpa wzmly'a 6\?'526—“'511;1

5@7=3qua ER'=5[ vra

FE.:H/E;‘-UM
@l:a/Qtva

fd . @
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W=4 .

W = 5F g
O =9
T =T g
T =T/ e

§W=_€\' hna
g_{'—'g hra

X

w = 8:UT ksna

TL()‘EI = w gbhya |

T = &Y cohma
W = A g
T = w
T =TT wane
AT =~ e
QT = =T e
0 = T e
TR = T
T =G e

T =
T = 35 g,
E =%
S -
= .

a\'m[q = 83:[ ksma

Sibilant first member

WZ'Wﬁma

Aspirate first member

ga-:ghna
87 =& ma

Compounds with 3 consonants

3@. = g §va
G@ = % stha
W = w sya

wzméya

qUT=stna

1:(91 = W stha

W = W spha

T = /G

§q=g]-hma
ga':g hva

&S

w = W ngya

Q:Eq- = m sma
sva w = w ssa

E’J: &

= 83 ksva

TR = G cohva
U = T wie
T = e
= T aonye
TC =
T = 7 wanye
0T = B by
T = 89 awe
qT = & e

I

3‘('3@'{ = >eY ficya

(_-(@- = w trya
Q_q- = @ drya
'i(-@ = A ava

©H = & L




[image: image38.png]Writing Exercises

1. Write all the letters of the alphabet, using the models on page 8.

II. Identify and locate similar letters in the alphabet boxes below on pages 5, 6 and 7.

ITI. Using page 2, write all the 1) guttural letters 4) dental letters
2) palatal letters 5) labial letters
3) cerebral letters 6) guttural-palatal letters

7 ttural-labial letters
IV. a) Write all the hard letters. ) gty

b) Write all the soft letters, including all the vowels.

V. a) Read all the examples on pages 12, 13 and 14; write each vowel

in combination with 5 consonants. Example: AT - &_I AT ST A1 OI

b) Read all the examples on pages 15, 16 and 17; write the consonants & o 2 I H

in combination with all the vowels.
VI. Review the rules of combining compound consonants on pages 20 and 21.

VIL Using the respective sections (Guttural 1st member etc.)on pages 22,23, and 24 as a key, identify
the elements of each compound consonant and write and pronounce each of the following words:

Words containing a compound with a Guttural (1) 1st member
T devoted ‘3@3 cooked STﬁ:[t fire C@' mud
PH:  sequence @Tﬁ:[: identity IOTH  tired ITET  Ganges
%5[1 affliction 8-ﬁ_{ © milk 3]1]‘5( point

%y go ?E@I rope a3 hard TJE:  painter
333’% it is said ATAH knowledge O  five

AT high HBUS:  throat ATE: ey

25
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&ﬁ'—l‘l{ mind AT renunciation E\i;g enlightened Heg middle
LTH jewel 3= here YSTH lotus fea: peace

self you gesture ATAC: bliss
2
31'3'5[ food

Words containing a compound with a Labial (5

Words containing a compound with a Dent

) 1st member

HC  asleep @ submerged AT  mother

e

qu lord m word YO3I:  bee

Words containing a compound with a Semivowel 1st member

aﬁﬁ‘_{ action AT small a:htr':[ sky

d&eh:  bark PE  blossomed ad: VOw

o

Words containing a compound with a

3:"8& amazing g&‘[: listening HACE  cight :‘H—ﬁH 1t 18
39: ray WI verse fass stay! LATAY place
UTH  black 3;[%]' ¢ horse 3T warm W bath

a’% fire W external E-E{I delight
A& Brahman & short &d  call!

Words containing a compound of 3 consonants

F‘ﬁ&:UT pungent a'—(at( reality q'-_ﬂt( mantra ‘_{ET having seen
g\a:q subtle HATFT  personal HT=—T twilight w scripture
PHUET gutteral G~ dental E;%é rising

s '«
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Page 18 word definitions

lotus

bird

sky

jar

foot

covering

water
cascade,waterfall
heating

restraint
wealth,money
man

reading, studying
fruit, result
strength

fear

my

Ist limb of yoga
chariot
absorption
forest

group of 100
whole, entire
remover

time

net

star

name of Visnu
language

story of Rama

laughter

3.

facses

feem
oo
fosfaa
farg
=
femTesr

15333244

:

6
6

o%] (,éé Oﬁ oﬁ oé (,g c,ﬁ

vertical mark on forehead

day
meeting
written
stopping, cessation
Shiva

mountain range

song
individual soul
shore, bank
poor

seat

flower

teacher

horse

man, self

arm

mouth, face
good, auspicious

happiness
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‘ 6. 12.

(4 far, distant B soft
gy smoke TS name of Krishna
af¥a filled e defect
uq being BISC eating, meal
&Y beauty 13.
W hero aw name of Buddha
S} purified
7. Sl boat, both of us
e home DICE| youth
qur grass
qufa king 14,
gcd heart fat guest
o ATHRTA space
4 gAY other
8. =] lord
q o cross I LS generous
9 to fill FE thigh
FY sage
10. Thal once upon a time
?17'[ conqueror ﬁTlaFT elephant (Indras vehicle)
\Ea[ god 3%37[ cooked rice
Han service ey herb, medicine
%tr gold
11.
mountain

name of religion

brilliance

FEF

name of Shiva

~ O




